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SUBJECT: OKINAWA EX-GRATIA CLAIMS 
REF: NAHA 226 

1. THE OKINAWA TIMES MAY 1 1 PUBLISHED A FEATURE ARTICLE ON 
THE OKINAWA CLAIMS QUESTION, REPLETE WITH MISSTATEMENTS OF 
FACT AND ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE ARMY ENGINEER REAL ESTATE 
DIVISION S HANDLING OF THE MATTER. WE ARE POUCHING COPIES 

OF THE ARTICLE AND A COVERING MEMO BY THE DIVISION TO EA/J 
AND POL/MIL, TOKYO. 

2. IN PARTICULAR, THE ARTICLE STATES THAT PAYMENT OF THE 
EX-GRATIA CLAIMS WILL START IN JULY OF THIS YEAR. THE REAL 
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ESTATE DIVISION ANTICIPATES THAT CLAIMANTS WILL BEGIN PRESSING 
FOR PAYMENT SOON AFTER JULY 1975 AND THAT, AS MOST OF THE 
ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS HAVE SUBMITTED PROPER DOCUMENTATION, 
FURTHER DELAY IN MAKING PAYMENT MAY BE DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EARLY APPROVAL OF THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS IN REFTEL. 
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